
BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 
WALTHAM, h&LSSACHUSBlTS 

June 9, 19% 

Dr. dorhxm Lederberg 
University of Wisoonsin 
Madison, Wis’aonsin 

Dear Dr. Lederberg, 

We reoently invited Dr. Nortad. Zinder to talk to our Intersoienoe 
Seninar on his researuhes og baoterial transduotion. Dr. Zinder made 
an excellent impression and'we are ssriously oonsideriug inviting him 
to join our faoulty. 

However, certain apparent defioiencies in Dr. Zi erts training and 
viewpoints have oomerned sons of US* +- In a smal s&o01 like Brand&s 
a faoulty man should hve the broadest possible baokground in biology 
beaause he will hve tx~ teaoh several different subjects, and partioi iL te 
aotively in planning the biology eurrieulum. We had the impression, from 
our oomersations with Dr. Zinder, that he was not very familiar with 
physiological problems, and did not seem to sense the great impatanoe 
of physiology in biologioal thinking. For example, he did rr>t think it 
at all advisable to have an urxlergraduafe oourse devoted exalusively to 
some aspeot of physiology. 

We also wondered whether the faot that he obtained a degree inmedioal 
bacteriology indioated a baokground too specialieed for a sohool suoh as 
ours where medical baateriology per se is not likely to be taught. 

The&e are plans for graduate work here in general microbiology and there 
is no doubt that he would fit in well in suoh a program0 The question is 
how well would he f'it into our undergraduate program* Besides miarobiology, 
the only aubjeat he really seaps equipped to teaah is geneties. 

All these misgivings are minor when we oonsider his outstanding researoh 
and high intelligenoe. we would enormously appreoiate your telling us what 
you kr~w about Dr. Zinder, both in reference to his physiologioal abilities 
and in gene=1 about his eharaoter, possible teaohing ability and anything 
else you think might be helpful to us in making our deoision. 

I might say that we have high hopes for our small sohool and would like, if 
possible, to add someons with k. Zinder's reaearoh ability to our faoulty. 
Of oourse anything you write will be kept in striot oonfidenoe. Dr. Zinder 
is unaware of this inquiry. 

Best personal wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

Albert Kelner 
b 

Assistant Professor of Biology 


